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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SEOUL 5230 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, KS 

SUBJECT: KOREAN PRESS IS EVINCING RELATIVELY MORE PRESS 
FREEDOM OF LATE 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF: SEOUL 4739 

1 . LONG TIME PRESS OBSERVERS DETECT SIGNIFICANT RELAXATION 
IN WHAT NOW CAN BE PRINTED IN KOREAN PRESS, TENDING TO PROVE 
THAT SELF-CENSORSHIP MAY BE WORKIN AND THAT ROKG SEEMS 
SATISFIED WITH RESULTS. 

2. WE HAVE NOTED RECENTLY THAT PRESS FREEDOM SEEMS TO BE 
EXPANDING EVEN FURTHER THAN EXPANSION REPORTED REFTEL. KOREAN 
PRESS HAS BEEN REPORTING IN SIGNIFICANT DETAIL SUBJECTS 

WHICH THREE MONTHS AGO WOULD MOST LIKELY HAVE BEEN 
ELIMINATED BY EITHER KCIA OR RICID SELF-CENSORSHIP. MOST 
RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS HAS BEEN WEALTH OF DETAILED MATERIAL 
PRINTED ON NATIONAL ASSEMBLY INTERPELLATIONS BEGINNING 
JUNE 23 WHEN SUBJECTS POTENTIALLY EMBARRASSING TO ROKG HAVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BEEN REPORTED IN UNUSUAL DEPTH. 

3. FOR EXAMPLE, NDP DEMANDS TO RELEASE MYONGDONG PRISONERS 
AND ITS REQUEST FOR REPEAL OF EMERGENCY MEASURE NO. NINE 
WERE FEATURED IN JUNE 23 PRESS STORIES, ALONG WITH 
MINISTERIAL RESPONSES. INDEPENDENT TONGA ILBO PRINTED FULL 
TEXT OF NEW YORK TIMES STORY BY HALLORAN ON ALLEGED U.S. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE OF BLUE HOUSE, AND SUBJECT HAS BEEN 
GIVEN FULL TREATMENT IN OTHER NEWSPAPERS AS WELL. AS 
INDICATED SEOUL 5182, MOFA AND AMBASSADOR'S DENIAL TO MOFA OF 
THESE ALLEGATIONS ALSO REPORTED. EX-KCIA CHIEF KIM HYONG- 
UK S TESTIMONY BEFORE FRASER SUBCOMMITTEE HAS BEEN COVERED IN 
SIGNIFICANT DETAIL, INCLUDING NAMERS OF ROK OFFICIALS ALLEGED 
TO HAVE BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN KIM TAE-CHUNG KIDNAPPING 
IN 1973, SOME OF WHOM CONTINUE TO HOLD IMPORTANT 
GOVERNMENT POSITIONS TODAY. 

4. HOW LONG THIS WILL LAST IS PROBLEMATIC BUT THERE ARE 
NO INDICATIONS OF A CLAMPDOWN YET. USIS CONTACTS AND OTHER 
LONG-TIME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT AS LONG AS THERE IS NO 
ATTACK ON PRESIDENT OR YUSHIN CONSTITUTION PER SE, STORIES 
CRITICAL OF ROKG WILL CONTINUE TO BE PRINTED. EDITORS 
REPORTEDLY ARE USING THEIR OWN JUDGEMENT MORE AND MORE AS TO 
WHAT STORIES SHOULD BE RUN AND IN WHAT DETAIL AND FEEL 
A CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM IN DOING SO. 

SNEIDER 
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